Mi nombre es Rosa Rojas, soy residente de Stamford, CT y tengo 2 hijos de 18 afios y 11 afios.

Estoy escribiendo mi testimonio en apoyo al proyecto de ley H.B. 6663. Mi hija nacié en
Stamford, CT y comenz0 en clases normales desde kindergarten. Cuando mi hija entro en 3er
grado, le pusieron en clases de ESL, pero yo no sabia hasta que ella estaba en 5to grado cuando
ella tenia dificultad para completar una tarea en matematicas. Yo le pregunte porque no sabia la
tarea y me dijo porque durante las clases de matematicas la sacaban para tomar clases de inglés.
Y ahi me di cuenta de que ella estaba en ese programa, nadie en la escuela me informo que ella
estaba en ese programa, nunca firme para que mi hija asistiera a clases de ESL. Yo asisti a 3
reuniones en la escuela para pedir que sacaran a mi hija de clases de ESL, yo también note que
después del tercer grado mi hija bajo de calificaciones.

Cuando mi hija estaba en middle school, ella me platicaba que estaba en clases con estudiantes
recién llegados y que las clases estaban en espafiol. A ella le costaba aprender porque ella no
entendia esparfiol. Después de tanto insistir, a finales de séptimo grado firme para que mi hija
dejara de tomar clases de ESL. La escuela me informo que solo al final del séptimo grado le
harian un ultimo examen de Ingles.

Emocionalmente esto le afecto, y le sigue afectando a mi hija. Cuando ella escucha ese programa
“ESL” ella tiene ansiedad y le cuesta enfocarse. Incluso hasta el dia de hoy seguimos luchando
porque Yo recibo correos electronicos de la escuela avisandome que mi hija tiene examen de
ESL. Hasta la fecha no entiendo porque ella sigue tomando los examenes y no sé si de verdad
ella dejo de asistir a clases de ESL. Mi hija ahora tiene 18 afios, esta en su ultimo afio de high
school, y seguimos confundidos y frustrados de no saber sobre las clases de mi hija.

Esta ha sido una larga batalla, ha sido muy dificil sacar a mi hija de las clases de ESL. Ella nacid
en Estados Unidos y durante los primeros afios ella no recibi6 ninguna clase de ESL. Es
frustrante que no nos permiten a los padres elegir que programas queremos para nuestros hijos.

A causa de mi experiencia que sigo viviendo, yo apoyo este Bill y pido que los representantes
aprueben esta ley para que otros padres no pasen lo que mi hijay yo estamos pasando.

Translation:

My name is Rosa Rojas, | am a resident of Stamford CT and | have 2 daughters ages 18 and 11. |
am writing my testimony in support of bill H.B. 6663. My daughter was born in Stamford, CT
and began normal classes since kindergarten. When my daughter started 3rd grade, she was
placed in ESL classes, but I did not know until she was in 5th grade when she had difficulty
completing math homework. | asked her why she did not know how to complete her homework
and she told me a teacher would take her out of her math class to teach her English. That was
when | realized she was in that program, nobody in the school informed me that she was in that
program, | never signed anything for my daughter to attend ESL classes. | attended 3 meetings
with the school to ask if they would remove my daughter from ESL classes, | also noticed that
since 3rd grade, my daughter’s grades declined.

When my daughter was in middle school, she would tell me that she was in classes with recently
arrived students and that the classes were in Spanish. She had a hard time learning because she



did not understand Spanish. After insisting so much, I signed for my daughter to finally be
removed from ESL classes towards the end of seventh grade. The school informed me that just
for the end of seventh grade, they would test her one last time in English.

Emotionally this affected her and continues to affect my daughter. When she hears the program
“ESL” she starts feeling anxious and has a tough time concentrating. To this day we continue to
fight, because I still receive emails letting me know that my daughter had an ESL exam. To this
day I still do not understand why she keeps taking the ESL exam and | am not sure whether she
stopped receiving ESL Classes. My daughter is now 18 years old, she is in her last year of high
school, and we are still confused and frustrated about not knowing my daughter’s classes.

This has been a long battle; it has been hard to remove my daughter from ESL classes. She was
born in the United States and during her first years of schooling she did not receive ESL Classes.
It is frustrating that as parents we are not allowed to choose what programs we want for our
children.

Because of my experience that | continue to live, | support this bill and I ask the representatives
to approve this bill so that other parents do not go through what my daughter and I are
experiencing.



